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Dear Parishioners,

As we continue to prepare for our upcoming 
Celebrating our Faith – Continuing our 
Vision capital campaign, I want to take this 
opportunity to address questions that were 
asked during the planning study. My hope 
is to provide clarity about our vision for 
the parish and the goals of the campaign, as 
well as answer questions about the campaign 
timeline and process. Your understanding, 
support and ongoing stewardship are critical 
to the success of our campaign.

Please keep our parish in your prayers as we 
journey together to build up God’s kingdom. 

Many Blessings,

Fr. Tom Holder

HOW MUCH ARE WE TRYING TO RAISE?
The campaign planning study indicated that our parish can raise between 
$4,000,000 and $5,000,000. We will address our needs in a tiered approach:

$4 million Celebration Goal
Reaching this milestone allows us to 
fund projects in both the school and 
the church. First, we will complete the 
two-story school addition. Once the 
classrooms have been relocated to the 
addition, we will be able to reconfigure 
the current gathering space and 
Mulligan Room to create a more open 
and welcoming gathering space, create 
a new Mulligan Room, and increase 
seating capacity in the church.

$5 million Challenge Goal
At this milestone, we will be able to 
renovate the former classrooms into 
parish meeting space. We will also 
relocate the school’s administrative 
offices to the north side of the 
complex, resulting in one secure 
school entrance.

$6 million Vision Goal
After fulfilling the first two campaign 
milestones, reaching this goal will 
allow us to enlarge and upgrade the 
parish/cafeteria kitchen. The final 
project of this campaign will be to 
enclose the school courtyard into an 
indoor educational and meeting space 
for school and parish use.

WHAT IS THE EXPECTED GROWTH FOR LEE’S SUMMIT 
OVER THE NEXT 5  TO 10 YEARS?
The most recent data from the 2017-2021 Lee’s Summit Housing Needs Study 
projects a population increase of approximately 10,000 people over the next 
10 years. This study also shows our parish boundaries fall into a section of Lee’s 
Summit that is projected to have a population increase of 12 percent. 

WHY AREN’T WE BUILDING THE PARISH HALL FIRST?
After receiving the final planning study report and realizing we 
could not complete all of the projects proposed in the planning 
study, parish leadership re-evaluated the projects and the 
parish’s immediate needs. Based upon the recommendations and 
fundraising projections from the Steier Group, we decided to first 
address the projects that most benefit the daily and weekly life of 
the parish. However, the parish hall is part of our campus master 
plan, and we will continue to keep that possibility in front of us.

Why are we conducting 
a capital campaign?
Since our last renovation in 2012, our parish 
has been blessed with continued growth. 
While we have addressed many needs, we 
are still faced with some aging facilities and 
inadequate space to meet our ministry needs. 
To best serve the needs of our growing 
community and provide opportunities for our 
parishioners to grow in their faith, we want 
to move forward with the next phase of our 
parish projects. The purpose of this campaign 
is to expand and improve our facilities so we 
can continue our vision as a faith community.

(over)

WHY DO WE NEED TO ADD TO THE SCHOOL?
The projects that we are undertaking are contingent 

upon one another. Before we can expand our 
gathering space, increase seating in church and add 

parish meeting space, we need to relocate several 
classrooms. This will require completing the 

two-story school addition first. 
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When will I be asked for 
a pledge to the campaign?
Following our Campaign Kickoff the 
weekend of August 25-26, you will receive 
a letter from Fr. Tom with a request for a 
pledge that will extend over the next three 
years. Please review the information in your 
packet and prayerfully consider how you can 
support the campaign.

CAN I DESIGNATE OR RESTRICT 
MY GIFT TO A CERTAIN AREA 
OF THE CAMPAIGN?
Gifts to capital campaigns typically are 
unrestricted gifts meaning they are used to 
support all projects included in the scope 
of the campaign. However, gifts may be 
designated to support certain projects. If you 
would like to designate a specific area, please 
note on your campaign pledge form.

IS MY PLEDGE LEGALLY BINDING? 
WILL IT BE CONFIDENTIAL?
A pledge is merely a gift and an indicator 
of your intention to support the campaign 
in a way that is meaningful to you and is 
not legally binding. We do ask that you do 
your best to meet your pledge commitment 
and advise us of any financial changes 
that will impact your pledge. The only 
people that will have knowledge of your 
pledge are those on the parish staff that are 
responsible for maintaining financial records. 
Confidentiality is always a priority.

WILL THERE BE UPDATES ON THE 
PROGRESS OF THE CAMPAIGN?
We will provide regular updates through 
many communication avenues including in 
the bulletin, at Mass, on the parish website 
and social media just to name a few! If 
you find that you have questions, you can 
always contact the parish office for more 
information.

WILL WE  TAKE ON DEBT BECAUSE OF  THIS CAMPAIGN? 
WHAT IS THE PARISH’S FINANCIAL SITUATION?
As debt has been an issue in the past, we would certainly want to have a 
prudent plan for the repayment of any debt that would be incurred during 
the building process. Through the generous financial stewardship of our 
parishioners, our parish has been debt free for about the past four years. 
During this time, we have been able to complete several needed projects 
through contributions to the Future Projects Fund, allowing us to pay for the 
projects as they happened without incurring any debt. Over the past four years, 
we have also been able to build our reserves on deposit with the diocese to over 
$600,000. While this is not a huge amount for a parish of our size, it does give 
us a safety net, especially as we look at some larger capital improvements. All of 
this puts us in a good place to address needs and plan for the future.

DOES THE DIOCESE HAVE ANY REQUIREMENTS 
BEFORE WE CAN BEGIN CONSTRUCTION?
Yes, the diocese does have requirements before money will be loaned to 
begin any construction projects. A parish must have cash savings on deposit 
plus capital campaign pledges that total at least 70 percent of the project 
cost. Also, the diocese will grant loans for no more than 50 percent of the 
project cost. These requirements help insure a proper plan is in place.

WILL THE FUTURE PROJECTS FUND 
BECOME PART OF THIS CAPITAL CAMPAIGN?
The Future Projects Fund will be put on hold during the capital campaign. 
Our hope is that those who have been giving monthly to Future Projects will 
apply their contribution to their campaign pledge.

WHY DO WE NEED TO INCREASE OUR 
WORSHIP SPACE IF WE ADDRESSED THAT 
DURING OUR LAST CAMPAIGN?
Following the last campaign, we were able to 
completely renovate the worship space. While 
we now have a beautiful space to worship as a 
faith community, the seating capacity was only 
minimally increased. The need for more seating to 
serve our weekly needs continues to be an issue. 
The project we are proposing will not impact 
any of the prior renovations, but rather focus on 
adding approximately 100-150 additional seats in the back of the church. 
We are working with the architects to develop the best plan that will add the 
most seats we can while staying within our budget. 

HOW WILL THE CAMPAIGN IMPACT PARISH OFFERTORY?
Regular or offertory giving is what keeps the parish functioning on a day-to-
day basis so we will ask you to consider a pledge to the campaign that would 
be above and beyond your current weekly giving. 


